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the founding of Ottawa University in
Ottawa, KS.

Ottawa University has grown from a
single building in 1865 to a comprehen-
sive, global institution of higher learn-
ing dedicated to preparing and edu-
cating students to have a lifetime of
enlightened faith, exemplary service,
inspired leadership, and personal
growth and significance.

The university traces its roots to a
strong partnership between Baptist
missionaries and the Ottawa Indian
tribe. In 1865, the partnership between
members of the Baptist church and the
Ottawa Indian tribe, under the leader-
ship of Tauy Jones, led to the founding
of a school for the benefit of children of
the Ottawa Indian tribe. Originally
chartered as a boarding school, OU’s
leaders also recognized the importance
of offering a college-level education
and having a college to serve as an eco-
nomic growth engine for the commu-
nity emerging around the Marais des
Cygnes River.

Ottawa University’s partnership with
the Ottawa Indian tribe remains
strong. In 2008, Kevin C. Eichner, presi-
dent of Ottawa University, and Chief
John Ballard of the Ottawa Tribe of
Oklahoma, entered into an agreement
to grant, in perpetuity, free tuition and
room and board to all certified mem-
bers of the Ottawa tribe who wish to
attend the residential college in Ot-
tawa, KS, or any of OU’s adult on-
ground or online programs. This 2008
agreement has been widely embraced
and celebrated by members of the tribe
and the faculty, alumni, board mem-
bers, and friends of OU as emblematic
of the institution’s core mission and
principles and its enduring commit-
ment to maintaining a strong partner-
ship with the Ottawa Indian tribe.

Throughout its history, Ottawa Uni-
versity has pursued an innovative ap-
proach to higher education. In the
1970s, OU was among the first univer-
sities to embrace a growing demand for
programs of higher education specifi-
cally tailored to the needs of adult stu-
dents, opening an adult campus in Kan-
sas City in 1974; Phoenix, AZ, in 1977;
Brookfield, WI, in 1992; Jeffersonville,
IN, in 2002; and Chandler, AZ, in 2009.
In 2008, OU began offering complete de-
gree programs online.

Today, Ottawa University serves
more than 5,000 students from 50 States
and six countries. The university em-
ploys more than 200 faculty and staff
who are committed to ensuring that
each student receives a high-quality
education that honors OU’s mission
and history. Today there are more than
23,000 distinguished OU graduates serv-
ing their communities, professions, and
churches around the world.

Congratulations to Ottawa Univer-
sity on the 150th anniversary of its
founding, its enduring partnership with
the Ottawa Indian tribe, and the
achievements of all faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and alumni who have contrib-
uted to the university’s success.®
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TRIBUTE TO MIKE HORSLEY

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, it is
with great pleasure and the highest re-
gards that I speak on the retirement of
my long-time friend and valued con-
stituent James Michael Horsley. Mike
announced his retirement as president
of the Alabama Hospital Association
earlier this year and is planning to
transition to his next venture in No-
vember.

Mike has had a long and distin-
guished career with the Alabama Hos-
pital Association and has represented
well the interests of hospitals and the
patients they serve. His tremendous
knowledge of the health care industry
has been a valuable resource for mem-
bers of the Alabama delegation. This
knowledge is grounded not only in his
24 years of service to the association
but also in his service to the State as
commissioner of both the Alabama
Medicaid Agency and the Alabama De-
partment of Mental Health. His knowl-
edge of health policy is unparalleled in
the State and his expertise will be sore-
ly missed as we continue to discuss the
myriad of issues concerning health
care delivery.

Not only is Mike well versed in
health policy, but he is also a skilled
negotiator, who has been able to con-
vene diverse interests and facilitate
lasting solutions that benefit all par-
ties. He is respected as a man for his
word, with a reputation for being eth-
ical in all of his endeavors.

Mike is a strategic thinker who pos-
sesses the ability to find innovative so-
lutions for seemingly insurmountable
challenges. Under his leadership, Ala-
bama’s hospitals have been able to pro-
vide extraordinarily good care with
very limited resources. In addition, he
has been very active in highlighting
the inequalities of the current Medi-
care wage index payment mechanism
and advocating for a change of the bro-
ken system. I commend Mike’s tireless
work to reform the Medicare Area
Wage Index, and I am proud to have
worked with him on many successful
endeavors to improve the wage index.
In 2003, after leadership by the Ala-
bama Hospital Association, the Con-
gress passed legislation that improved
the wage index for several rural States.
The action resulted in payment gains
for hospitals in Alabama of approxi-
mately $1 million per hospital per year.
The State of Alabama has been lucky
to have him as their champion on this
issue.

I also want to commend him for his
exemplary service to his country as an
active member of the U.S. Navy and as
a long-time reservist. Mike was a re-
spected intelligence officer who retired
at the rank of captain and was respon-
sible for keeping many of our Navy
men and women out of harm’s way.

In addition to this remarkable career
and military service, Mike is also a de-
voted husband, father, and grandfather.
He has been married to Wanda for al-
most 40 years, and together, they have
one son and two grandchildren. In light
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of these and all of his many accom-
plishments, I want to congratulate him
on his outstanding career and to wish
him the best in his impending retire-
ment.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Armed Services.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

NOTIFICATION OF THE PRESI-
DENT’S INTENT TO TERMINATE

THE DESIGNATIONS OF
SEYCHELLES, URUGUAY, AND
VENEZUELA AS BENEFICIARY

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES UNDER
THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF
PREFERENCES (GSP) PROGRAM—
PM 24

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 502(f)(2) of
the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the
1974 Act”’) (19 U.S.C. 2462(£)(2)), I am
providing notification of my intent to
terminate the designations of
Seychelles, Uruguay, and Venezuela as
beneficiary developing countries under
the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) program. Section 502(e) of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(e)) provides
that if the President determines that a
beneficiary developing country has be-
come a ‘‘high income” country, as de-
fined by the official statistics of the
International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development of the World Bank
(the ‘““World Bank”), the President
shall terminate the designation of such
country as a beneficiary developing
country for purposes of the GSP pro-
gram, effective on January 1 of the sec-
ond year following the year in which
such determination is made.

Pursuant to section 502(e) of the 1974
Act, I have determined that it is appro-
priate to terminate the designations of
Seychelles, Uruguay, and Venezuela as
beneficiary developing countries under
the GSP program, because they have
become high income countries as de-
fined by the World Bank. Accordingly,
their eligibility for trade benefits
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under the GSP program will end on
January 1, 2017.
BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 30, 2015.

———

NOTIFICATION OF THE PRESI-
DENT’S INTENT TO TERMINATE
THE DESIGNATION OF
SEYCHELLES AS A BENEFICIARY
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN COUN-
TRY UNDER THE AFRICAN
GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY ACT
(AGOA) PROGRAM—PM 25

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am providing notification of my in-
tent to terminate the designation of
Seychelles as a beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African country under the African
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA)
program.

Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the 1974 Act’) (19
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)) authorizes the Presi-
dent to designate a country listed in
section 107 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706)
as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African
country eligible for the benefits de-
scribed in section 506A(b) of the 1974
Act (19 U.S.C. 2466a(b)), if the President
determines that the country meets the
eligibility requirements in section 104
of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), subject to
the authority granted to the President
under subsections (a), (d), and (e) of
section 502 of the 1974 Act.

Pursuant to section 502(e) of the 1974
Act, I have determined that Seychelles
has become a ‘‘high income” country
and its designation as a beneficiary
sub-Saharan country is no longer with-
in the authority granted to the Presi-
dent under section 502 of the 1974 Act.
Accordingly, pursuant to section
506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2466a(a)(1)), I have determined that
Seychelles is no longer eligible for ben-
efits as a beneficiary sub-Saharan Afri-
can country for the purpose of section
506A of the 1974 Act, effective January
1, 2017.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 30, 2015.

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 9:65 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3495. An act to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to allow for greater
State flexibility with respect to excluding
providers who are involved in abortions.

At 3:30 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 2082. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend certain expiring pro-
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visions of law administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 5:20 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 136. An act to amend chapter 21 of title
5, United States Code, to provide that fa-
thers of certain permanently disabled or de-
ceased veterans shall be included with moth-
ers of such veterans as preference eligibles
for treatment in the civil service.

S. 139. An act to permanently allow an ex-
clusion under the Supplemental Security In-
come program and the Medicaid program for
compensation provided to individuals who
participate in clinical trials for rare diseases
or conditions.

S. 565. An act to reduce the operation and
maintenance costs associated with the Fed-
eral fleet by encouraging the use of remanu-
factured parts, and for other purposes.

S. 2082. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend certain expiring pro-
visions of law administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3614. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, and for
other purposes.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the Acting President pro
tempore (Mr. GARDNER).

At 5:42 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House agrees to
the amendment of the Senate to the
amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
719) to require the Transportation Se-
curity Administration to conform to
existing Federal law and regulations
regarding criminal investigator posi-
tions, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 79. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make corrections in the enrollment
of H.R. 719.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 5:53 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 719. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to conform
to existing Federal law and regulations re-
garding criminal investigator positions, and
for other purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the Acting President pro
tempore (Mr. GARDNER).

MEASURES REFERRED

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 79. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make corrections in the enrollment
of H.R. 719; to the Committee on Finance.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. BARRASSO, from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, without amendment:

S. 209. A bill to amend the Indian Tribal
Energy Development and Self-Determination
Act of 2005, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
114-149).

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, and Mr. HATCH):

S. 2102. A bill to amend the Clayton Act
and the Federal Trade Commission Act to
provide that the Federal Trade Commission
shall exercise authority with respect to
mergers only under the Clayton Act and only
in the same procedural manner as the Attor-
ney General exercises such authority; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DONNELLY (for himself and
Mr. FLAKE):

S. 2103. A bill to modify a provision relat-
ing to adjustments of certain State appor-
tionments for Federal highway programs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 2104. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide relief to
Medicare Advantage plans with a significant
number of dually eligible or low-income sub-
sidy beneficiaries and to prevent the termi-
nation of two star plans; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 2105. A bill to authorize funding for, and
increase accessibility to, the National Miss-
ing and Unidentified Persons System, to fa-
cilitate data sharing between such system
and the National Crime Information Center
database of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, to provide incentive grants to help fa-
cilitate reporting to such systems, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
TILLIS):

S. 2106. A bill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to develop and publish an
action plan for improving the vocational re-
habilitation services and assistance provided
by the Department of Veterans Affairs, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
BLUNT):

S. 2107. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to help build a stronger health
care workforce; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 2108. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for an exten-
sion of certain long-term care hospital pay-
ment rules and the moratorium on the estab-
lishment of certain hospitals and facilities;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. JOHNSON:

S. 2109. A bill to direct the Administrator
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to develop an integrated plan to re-
duce administrative costs under the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
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